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Dr. Gr ice , Dr. A i mar , Mr . Ru1isill, 101rs . Godda rd , merrbers of the Sout h 

Ca r ol i na I ndenendent ch o 1 Ass cic1 t ion. I t i5 a grea t pl easure 01' me t o 

h ve t h i s oppor t unity t o a ,:ress yo , for I cons ider a l l f you as ext r erely 

valuable soldiers in a new Amer i can revol ution, a quiet, non-val ent revol ution 

to renew Ol~ h~1i c ~ er ican ' deals . Our founding fa thers coul not have 0reseen 

a ll 0 the danger to f reed o which this na t i on woul have t f a ce , but they had 

no dou' t t hat substantial danger s w uld ."! se e ur Const ' t~tion s n t ner ec t. 

t has ben used a n a used . But as lon~ as it las continue to nrovide he 

cit i zenry with some means to cC1~ter t e incur s ' ons rna. e against t em b power­

hunary p';"ove_ntTlEnt throu .h its oli tieians am bureaucrats, it "rill cont ' nue to 

be respected . _ou still resoect t e Constituti(lD because i t re rmi tted you t e 

freedorrt to leave t e Dublie se 001 system arrl start your own indepement schools. 

It s auld )e noted that our ons titut ' on T"B e no proviSion or educat on . 

Cur und ing fa ers, ..lith very ew excentions , beli eved that education was prirraril 
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a parental rps'nOns b ' ity and s ,oul nat involve the state . T (!y id n t 

conceive of a ard - ast ~eparation between school and state ~ n the sa~ Jay 

tha t they conce ' ved the senarat ' on tween church and state . But one wishe 

th.at t~ey ad . How much turmoil and co lict this nation would have been spared 

had O1.::.r fotmiing athcrs been a' ·le to _oreaee the inst; tution Cirri grCMth of nuhlic 

education tis prE'se t mons rous proportiol!S . To IT! 00 , flUI" publ ic education 

a s ern i s the f"reatest threat to American r eed om, because it is ' n that system 

tha t the vast maj ori ty of our chi.l dren are e"ing tau t to accept a totali rian 

meriea run by social scientist , bureaucrats and pol iticians with unlimited 

funds collec ted y rapacious taxati n . 

In IT! book, H " T STAR'"' 'TO PI L, I made a IT! est attempt to 

wr ·.te a revis ni s t h " at ry a publi c P.Cl uca tion, to shaw tha t the idea was orej n 

to our idea s i i _ e ir t pace nd t t · nteHi ,ent 0 pos1.t ion to i'" existe 

from the beg nning aOO c t inue i,O exist . Recently , f' or axa'" Ie , I e ame 

acquain:'ed with a fascinat " n book ,-ntitl Tl()l:.) N DROPS r. - L SE IATE 

b y Zach. ~10ntgomer , a scathing critic ' sm of public education pu lished in 1886. 

Ye s , there (-/ere books t eing writt en n 1 86 T.rarning us of the an~er to our 

rmntr in erent in (Our u lie (> ucational system. The anthor had made a 

stati s ieal st.rl arrl dtsco ered. tha.t the more public education a state. ad , the 

lic::her was its crime rate . e believed t.8 t the reas ns for i .3 l<la~ loss of 

parente authority and home influence over ehildr n in the 3tate- controlled 

sc ools ~nd thf neglect 0 oral am relie-ious educa tion in the governmpnt sc ools . 

~1assaehusett , he fau , with a long traditi on of public educat ' on , ad 0I1t:! of 

the 1ighe<' crime rates in the country i 1870. And t ings haVOl I t changed much 
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sine the . T.t me qnote to :I i) a f'ew line rO!,,:'In en tor'al in the Bostr)n 

Herald Arner ' can of October L, lQ7 -- ' ust a out t./:) week1;i ago -- to rive ou an 

i c ea of how the ci~_del ai' public ed uca tion is faring tooa 

Fr0~ four difreren offici a so ces the citizens of Boston received 

further grim en ence t li week ho the inexorable increase in criPlinal 

vi)lence is ripping grea t rents in the fab r ic of COm!'lunit life . 

he mO:3t recent FJj crime statistics S OVI that though the upsurge of 

vi~lent cr ime continues una "ated almost pveryw ece, Boston appears worse off 

t an most large cities . 

But it is a 1::10 disturbing tha the FBI sta t isti.cs reveal that while 

C1. tie am suburbs a ike are in the saMe .....1'00 · Ca llEnt , Boston is winning for 

itself t he' ri u ious distj nction 0 eing st a~ong equal s . 0 

In 1 ts upward spiral during the fi rst a l 0 t is year , t e total 

i ndeX of seri 1~ crimes ' n Boston, including homicides , rane a aggravat 

assault, shot un at the ra t e of '?6 percent over t e nr ece ng :,car, in 

c ntrast with 16 percent nat ' omIide . 

So t e city with the oldest OOl "c schonl sys em in L e nation is t e one 

ul agued with the ~reatest crill1e rate. Obvious1 , pub i c education has not had. 

the moral or intellectual imp ct it was supposeO to a.ve . Yow, "it 1 ccur - 0 ered 

using , a long, l)rotracted str ur;v.le bet ween Hhites and blacks has ' roken out . 

he oor whites , tenaciously atta.ched to the i r neighborhocx:1s through long settlement 

am tradition, d n It have the mone to flee t o the suhurbs. Am the blacks , 

lacgel c o, inoo to a dilapi.dal:.ed , crime-infested 3.rea in 'the midcile nf the city, 

http:dilapi.dal:.ed
http:strur;v.le
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are anxious to break out . e public eel ucational system, throuph a nrogram of 

forced busing, is being used to accelerate the break out and to destr the old 

poor white nei g bor"":d~ . f you can ind an educat on going on in the middle 

of all of all of t is, let me know. ~ only thinG that can save t e poor reool e 

of Boat·-m fr m los "ng every hing the have worked f or 11 of their lives , is to 

abandon nubl ic educat ion and to start their own pr:vate BC ools, j ust as ou 

ave l one here in South Carol ina am jn other re r ts of t he Sout h . let us not 

kid ourse l ves. 1he last thing t e pub ic educational system is interes t ed in is 

llcation . It has alwa 5 been, as present events now make obvious , a poll t cal 

and social . l1strumen t of he governrrent . 

Eve ..here y turn, the publ ic school is in c onf l i c t wi th t he public it is 

BU posed to serve . I n rles ... Virgin ' a we have s en v iol e nt protests over the 

i nmor I t extbooks b ~ing used in the public school . There have ep.n ~hootings , 

beat"ng , the clos ' nK ot' mines , business places and seho Is over textbooks . If 

these peopl e inves ted. th ir energy i n cr eat ing private s ch ools instead of bea t ing 

their heads agains t a stone wall , t hey could have the kin:1s of school s they want 

using the kinds of t extb ooks they want. In 3rockton, Massachusetts , a woman has 

b en crusadi g for a n')n- deno national pra er oom in the She, 

~s well as many ot hers , are also .,1 Jr'king to ge t a Constitutional a"Mendment permitting 

prayer in publ c s e ool s 0 I onl this woman am. the many other n r ents who Ha n t 

their chilnr en t ge t reli . ious i ns truct i on ,iCml d s tart t he r own schools , they 

would no have t o spend yea r s in courtrooms and thousarrls of do lars on la era 

to ~t wh t they can ge t by bui l din r, t heir awn s chool s . e1' aps these pe ople 

s i mply enj o a s teady ' e t of f rustra t 'on. 
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~~ny parents , howev r, j us tify publ ic educati on because th y believe that 

tha t i s t he only way thei r chi l dren can et an educa tin~ , ha t ever that is . I n 

mos t cases i t merely means getti ng a diploma . But in San Francisco l ast month 

a s eri or c urt j u: ge hrew ut a one- mil lion-dolla l aws uit broug. t i n behalf 

of a hi gh sch ool graduate wh o ach "eved only a fif"th-grade r eading l evel. tiT ere 

is no d 11ty under common l a1-1 t o t each a child to r ead , II argued t he assistant ci ty 

attorney . On that basis the j ui e f ouni t he sui t had no l er;al T"l8rit. S o t her e 

you ave the e ntire sha J'TI and frau:! of Ublic ed uca ti on: a compulsory e uca t i nnal 

sys t em whi ch for ces pa r ents to b us their children to da ger us schools but has 

no d u y to t each t h e chilrl r e to r ead . The overn:nent vrill mOIre heave n and earth 

a t y our expense to create rac i ally volent situa ions enda ngeri ng t he lives of 

your chi l ren o But t he wil not be eld accountab l e for t e education which 

d oes not take pla ce. 

And -the r eason f or this is not t oo diff icult to di scern . Public educa t ion 

d oesn't ed ucate because it ha s a vested interes t n gnora n. For only an 

i gnorant publ i c c ould p ossibly t ole ate a nything as wasteful , expensive, and 

moral l y de s ruc tive as publ" c education. lhy d oes i t c ont nue to exis t? Beea e 

too many p ople "n the publ i educational system are rraki ng more money out of it 

t han ever before . 

"Publ ic educa t i oD is expe c t ed to cos t 108 billion this year, 11 r eported t he 

BQstl)n Herald American of 0 t ob er 6, 1974, Ham ac ura t · va lid me t hcxl t o eval uat e 

h ow e ectively t he money i s i n sent are v irtually nonexis tent. 11 

t.108 billion is a m.J'erful h lcentive to keep the public educa t ors i n us j ess . 

It ' s a heck of a lot sa e r t a n sell ing heroi n. But the r esults are a out t e 
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same . It' s no wond r t ha t t kids a re tak ' ng to d ugs , which, i nc ' enta l l y , 

a re bou ,h t Cl nd s old right in y our big ublic s chools . ome of t he kids are 

a ctua lly beinE; drugged by the school aut hori t ies themsel 'T 5 to make thern mor e 

amena l e t o the s ofteni ng IIp proc es s of publ' c educati on. vJhy d o so many parents 

t olerate thi s ? They t olera te it e ither out of ignor a nce , e l l essDPss , or 

i nd if ference. Am wh n t hey t rn to their politicia ns f or guirl a nce, t hey a r e 

simpl y told to " obey t he lRw." 

But to crea t e the i nde e nde nt schools whi ch you ave created r equired 

i nt e-lie-enee, initiative , a m tnterest. It als o r equired c o a ge a m f' nancia l 

s a cr ' +:ice. A 'ove 11, it requi red love : I IJVe for your childr en, c oncern f or t he "r 

s afety a m well be ' ng . You star ted s (lBll, in , r i va te h omes am churches . Ten 

years l a ter y ou have your own b uildings , librar i e , gymna s i ums , nd your awn 

;:) ta te-Hide organization . You a r e now a orce t o be r e ckoned wit h . Arrl a ll of 

t hese a r e t he results of t he eff or t s of p eople who val ue the: r f reed aM. Yau 

cr a t.ed isla .d s of educational sanity in a sea of educa t i anal chaos. Arxl your 

i s l a m s keep gr awi np; l arger . You praved that pulll ic ed uca t i on ' 5 not necessary . 

You proved t ha t parents a nd c ommunitie s coul co rol ani oversee the education 

of their own youngs ters if th y took the f i.nancial r esponsib ility f or it. You 

a re t he educa tiona l uccess story 0 the decad e . And y ur s uc ces s is also. ane af 

the b s t kept se crets in A eriea. l- y? Becacse t he b urea ucr a t s and l ea e r of 

public e uca tion d on 't wa nt to l os e t eir hold on 1 08 b "l l i an. 

Am nO'll tha t y ou ha.ve c r ea ted y ur wn indepe nd nt - c oal s you must decjde 

wha t k m of institutians yau want t hem to be . You must ecid e wha t kim of 

t eachi.g is to go. on withi n t ose walls . You mus t get down to t he nitty Hty 



o wha t educ tion s a ll ab out. So much hot air on t he subj ec t has been vented 

by public educa tors over t e yea s th~it the public has gr own weary of unders tan:iing 

wha t they we e ta l ki ng ab 0 t. Am t ha t Has exac tly the rea <> on f l' t he hot a " r , 

so that parents and taxn~yers would pay thr ough t nose for public educa tion and 

not ask ..Tha t they were gett "ng or their oney. If they di.. ask , the ot ir vent 

we e op ned , anct pretty soon eve ryone wa s aslee • 

But t he parents who sem their c h "l d r en to your s chools have that sch ool ill, 

along w"th the elec~~ic bill and the nhone bill, staring at t hem. They want to 

know W' t t hey are p,e t ting f oc the i r Money. And so the pr ivate s c hool must prove 

its val e rather clearly. It must teach. It cannot r etend to te~ch , .ot or 

l ong anyway • 

.so au <Ire c onfronte· w"th the question of I'fhat s hould y ou t ea c . Host 

pa rents have a ver va gue not on of wha t f or mal ed ucation should c onsis t of . 

T ey generally expect their children to go through the same t hin t hey did ;'Then 

t hey were in school . Few ever s op to valua te th e educa t " on they got. Few ever 

s O? t o wonder if t he edUCa t i on ,hey ot could h ve been be tter . But as a wri ter 

I ave spent much t ime thinking am wr" t ing ab out ed uca tion, am t he r e is one 

th i..ng tha t has struck me more tha n anything el se ab out educa t ion du ing my life : 

and t . t 9 t hat t he truly educated erson is really sel f - educflted . 

Tortl , y u wil l ask, w a t do I mean by an educa t e per son . y edu a t e mean 

someone who knows ow to use h i s mind , who exerc ises "ndepe e nt j u:lgrne nt based 

on knowl edge and exoe i ence and knows ow to obtain both , SOMe one who knows t he 

difference between fact and opinion, someone who oes not d eceive i mself . Yes , 

I would c onsid~r a Jl'B.n educated , no mat ter how little formal ed ucation he had , 
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i he knew how t o URe h s mind . 

But, you may t ink , t h e self - e uca te wa n i s one in a hurd ed . e is not 

t he avera~e student ou must deal with . But y ou are wrong . Every one s tarts out 

as a self - ed ucat or . -Je all s t a rt educat ing oursel ves a t a very early age . I n 

fa~ t, by the time we a re r eady f or t he f irs t grade , we ' ve taug t oursel ves to 

sT)eak a coupl e of t housand w rds of our own 1 nguage. Not bad or a start . So 

a c i l d is an avid self-educa t or during his preschool ars . l ot rrany of U3 

appr eciat e ow muc a child a chi eve s or himse l f during t h osp years . But by the 

time he is six we f el e i s r eady f or or mal ed ca t ion . S o we send him to s c ool. 

, ow, s f ar as I am concerned , the ,ri~r i m of ormal education i s to provide 

the youngster with a f ami l i ar" t y and working knowl ed ge of t he tools needed f or 

gr a ter s elf-ed ucation. I n e t er words, formal education s hould b e an a i d to 

c ontinued sel f - educ tion, no- a hindrance to it as i t has become in t h~ publi c 

s crlools . 

Le t me expla in what I mean b y the t ol s a self - education. The f i r st tool 

the child lea r ns to use i.s l anguage itsel f , nd t his he s t ar t s lear r in~ by himself . 

La guaee i s a s ymbol i c sys teM and t h e c i l d lear ns thr ough trtal and error that 

certain s oums c oming out 0 his par ents ' mout.s s t a nd f or certain t ings. To make 

hims elf urrlerstO<Xi t o the m he tries to imitate thoa Sf) s . He l ea rns the use 

of a soun::l - s ito system f ar the rurpose of c OJTlllluni ca tion, t o make his flel "ngs 

am des ires known . As a nel-lb rn infant , his only T'1eans of commun eating his needs 

was by or~ ~ng . But by t e time he i s six, he s l earns to us e a hi ghl complex 

sound s ymbol sys em whic ,e now uses to communicat e h i s needs , d es ires , and 

disc n ar t s. Langua is a mind tool e has leanne t o us e . In his rrl he 
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ac curnul a tee tha !!leanings of t ousands of sOUld s .bols. MeJ'l1nry i s re arced 

trough !'E"peated we , unt 1 he can use l anf,uage w~thout tli k':'ng a out i t . 

We s :nd a chil d to school at six in or er to teach him a ditional tools of 

lear ning: tha t is , reading , wri . ng, and ar1 met ic . The s e ar t he thrp.e basjc 

sk "l l s wh c t he cU· IT'ust master in ore e to nursue his own elf- education, 

aoc. nowhere has publi c ed t CD tion f a iled more t han "n t eaching t hea t hree bas i c 

skill s . ' . .Jhy has public educa tion f ou " t s o dif f i cult to i mpart these skills? 

th ink it has SOME t hing to do 11 t h t he $108 billion . Ther e 's a TV cOJlll1lercial 

t hese ay sowing ou ch: l dr n i n t e pub l i c schools ca n be tau ht to read 

wi th t he a i d of expensive IBM ele ctr i c t ypewr iters, ear hones , and other a udio­

v i sual equiPMe nt . One worriers h ow George Wa h" ngton , Thoma.' J e_ f e r s on, aOO J ames 

f1ad " s on lea rned to r ead wi thout t hem. But ou aOO I know that it r eall d oes n ' t 

c ost much t o ho fla tly t each a child t o read , wr i te, a m calcul a te . B t in order 

to b i l k t e t axpayers 0 $108 b illion you ve ot to Make it a s complica t ed as 

poss i ble . And t e more c omplica t ed you make t e teaching of r e.qd "ng, wr i t i ng, am 

ar:ithrretic , t !1e mor e c omplicated you make t eaching everyth: ng else , and t he more 

money you need with whi ch t o do i t all. 

The t ouble wit pub lic education i s that It des t r oys the chil d ' s s e l f­

e .ucAti ve proces s es by convinc i ng him tha t he really ca n 't educate h imself , t hat 

only hi teache r s ca n ed ucate h jm, and t ha t i f he oes n 't ~ow martel' through 

t e ir eff orts , then ther e is somet hi ng wrong with hi m. They imnress TIl yrith the 

llTOor tance of ed uca t ion ; they wa r n him t hat he will never be o~ any t ~ ng "rithout 

an ed ucati on; arri t ey rreke S Ire that.. he understa nds t hat t hey hol t he key t 

i s education . om t e a c t i vesel f - ed cator he was as a child , he is transformedI 
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i n t o a passi ve r eceiver of s cho I I' om indoc r ina t i on . 

·1any of you who came into t he private schools fro the public nes probably­

broUf' ht something of t h s attituie with you . I hone, t po h , that you have l ost 

it. Pu Il ie educa t ors tend to ha an i la t ed sense 0 self- imp r tanc, s ecially 

i they ' v t'o one to a colle £l:e of educa t . on . he t·.rors t ed 'ca !;.ors of all , a course , 

are t he nrof ess ors of ed lcation . T ere rray be a few hones t men aMong them, but 

I t hink tha t e ery profes;~or of education is a f r aud y defin "t i on , not at a ll 

i nt r ested in education , but rath I' in man ul a tion. I t ink f we ca l led t hem 

professors of rrani nula t i on, we wo d ave a be t ter under starrl "ng what it is 

they are ("lr e occupi qd i.fith . T eir i nter es t is i the rna n" pula tion a ni c ontrol of 

voung peopl e , not in fac i lita ting t he ir s t ude nts ' sel f -ed uca t i on. The very f a ct 

that the behav i oral sc i ntis ts noV! have such a hnld over t he the r y and practice 

of . ublic education, is a ,ad giveawa y t ha t man "pula ti n and control are the 

object ives 0 nublic ed ucat ion . In f ac t , I was l ooki ng t hrou h a reading program 

the at e day in ' Thieh each less on had a behavi ora l objec t " ve, not a l e rning 

obj ectiv , . 

So y our r ole is mu ch i f ere nt fr om tha t of t he publ "c educator , or ~ore 

cor rectly t he p blie maninulator. You ha ve a d j.re ct r esn onsib I i ty t o the oar ents 

~.ffi o y y our sal a r i es . A rrl to arn tha t salary you 1 ve to e a value to our 

stuienta . Your grea t s t value can only COJ'Tle 'in beL'1 an a id t o a stuient I S 

se l - educa t ion . Am that doe"n ' t mean standi ng a r oillrl and wa t ch:ng a stlXlent 

nake !It' pies . I I m tal king about the !ses of the 111 "00, not the uses of mm . 

Our hi e t ool of self-ad ca t i on i s l an guage , am the chil star ts teaching himsel 

hn gua ge a t an early 8P,e , even before he starts rraking mud pies . I ' m ta l king 
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about his i ntell ect and the organizati on :)f know..Led~e , rrhich s why Wf! hay su h 

a t hi ng as II armal " educat ' on . Langua. ge is he bas i s of all learni n g, because 

jt is our pr'mary tool of learning, an thp.refore formal educa t ion, to b e of 

greates t va l ue , .ust c oncer n itself liith l an gt:.age and its 11ses . 

Tha t sn 't m an hav i ng a l l 0 t hese so-called hn~ge arts progra.ms. 

Lan guage i s n 0t a n art . It is a tool . As a t ool it can b e used t o cr ea t e art , 

but the cr ea t i on of ar t i s not w y l an gua ge was i nvent ed . I t '.Jas i nvented 

")ri rmr ily to help man sur vive. You ca r. survive vl ' thout art. But you can l t 

s urvi v e rith out t ools . ~ o we mus t hel the chi ld d vel op a skillf ul li se 0 the 

r imary i n t elle c tual t ool of lif e : l anguage . La.nguap'e i t he vehicle of all 

t at ght, al l communica t i on, all debat , a ll pr oblem s olving, all mirrl expans ion. 

Thinki ng is i nternal dialogue . We e f ine eve rythi n g in ter MS of , 'ords . Tha t 

vas' s ound- uymb 1 s s tem i the v er y ea r t of our c ' vil i zation, and perfecting 

i t s us e should be the h eart 0 fonnal educati on. 

earn ' ng to read i s merely exna i ng the nse of t he t ool of la nf;\ . ge by way 

of gra hie soun:J s Y!'lbols . When you know how to read , ou ave t your n isposal 

a l l of lllB,n 'S litera t Hre: you l ea rn r orn t he knowl ed ge and exner: f' nce of countless 

t hers , d ead an l iving. Above a l l , rea ' ng bec oT'1es t he r incioal t ool of s e l f ­

ed c a ti on or the r e t of one !s lif e . Tha t i s why it is s o ' mnortant i'or a chi l d 

tore tau;,ht t o r ead well. Why s hould t he teach i ng of r eadi ng e a nrobl e:n to::lay? 

I t is illy a problem b~cause t he d uca tors have made it one. The inventor of t r.c 

alphabe t m", de r eading eas as pi e . But t he tr ouble vith t he educa tor s is tha t 

t hey had to ' usti fy the existe nce of teachers col l eges and rofessor s hi _s of 

ed ucation. So the~ conc oct d a ~Jay of ma king t he t eaching 0 read i ng more 

http:progra.ms
http:Langua.ge
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c O!l1pl cated than i t. was . n t he time of Egypt ian hierogl ynhics . You nd I knoW' 

of the I ' l l j ons a m mill ons a dol lars tha t have been noured into r ea ' g 

nr ogra ms wh i ch have turne nut functi onal illit r a t es by t he th ous a nis. 

v_ e n the chi l d teaches hi mself t o s eak, he is learning a sound- symbol system. 

"'1hen He t ea ch him t o r ead , we teach him anot her symboli c system: t he a l nhabeti l" 

s ys tern . The invent i on 0 the a lphabe t wa s based on a r emarkable scovery: t, a t 

all 0 spoken langua ge , t ,)Se thousa nds am thou 8 ni S of \-lOrds we utter , could be ., 

red uced t o a ve ry SMall nuffib, r of irreducibl e s peech s ound s . The English I an age 

is c ompos ed of only L4 i red uc ' ble speech sounds. We use n a1 habet of 26 letters 

to r eprese t t hose LI4 s ounds, which i s why 0 .~ a l phaL tic sys tem mus t e taught 

in a 10 i cal, or ganized , am. sys tema. t ic way. In The NeH Ill ' ter ates and How t o Tutor 

I s tres s ed t e mporta ce of teaching t eal abet' c sys t em ' an or~anized J 

ogi ca l way s o that the child would also l earn OPlethi.g about methcx:l.ology, how 

knowl e e coul be organized s t hat i t c oul d b e l earned eas ' l y, wit out confus i on. 

I n mos t s ools 0 th i s c ountry , the alp b e t ic system i s taught in t e most 

illog ' cal, c n fus i ng, irr ational , m nonsensi al manner possible . The worrier is 

not that so many children don 't learn to r ead . ro~ ' c iently i n our country, but 

t ha t so many m&nage to ove r come the obs tacl es of bad t each i ng am do .Learn t o 

rea es ite everything . 

Bu t i for nal ed ucati o s to e of any val ue , it must ceas e -to bel) guess j ng 

game or a circus . I mus t ?rovide cl ea , unequivocal, positive assistnnce to 

t he youngs t er i..n hi - c ntinui ng efforts to educate hirlself . It s l,oul not sabotage 

i s efforts or del iber a t ely retard them. I am a l i ttle weary of 1aa ring eac hers 

t ell ~e t at En l ish is not a ph one t ic language . In t he f' rs t place ever 
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a l phabeti ~ wri ti E s, em s phone t ic y d i n .' t ' on . Our wri t i g sys t em ' S 

5 percent consi t ent, an t he 5 per cent whi ch ~ake up our irre~3rities and 

i ncons i s ten . es can be lea!'ned Tfl t h ut the terri I e t roub l e a Ilia y teachers 

make thcT'l to be . And once you l ea r n t hem) they a re learned. Th ' rregdar 

spell ngs don 't cha nre once they are l earned . It ' s a pity ha t th - vast maj ori t 

of Amer i cans never 1 arn to ill er st.-'lnd or apprecia te their own a l phabetic sy:; tern. 

Mo t a It nericans can ' t even de_ i ne the a l phab e t c orrectl 0 

T can write a book a out t he edu a tional malprac tice that goe 0 i n this 

C Ol1 t ry in the p r i lffi ry grades of our public schools , ed u.c ,ti nal f'18 1prac t i ce which 

turns perf ec t ly no lB l oungsters int o so-called yslexic and disabled read ers , 

hich in turn t llrns T'lal1y of t em ;.nto v ndals an del ' nquents . ren 8th P olk 

and \ialt er Schaf er, in th ir r e cent ook, Schools am Del' nquency, write : 

"Only in re ,ent rears has thf' enormi ty of ed nea t ional f a '.lure been ull 

rec ..,nized . ThEl risin .., rate of juvenUe delinquency and a ol es ce nt alienation 

are causing increasing a l arm . . . . We pro1')ose that educa i onal f ailure - _ bl 

sc'hoo 3 as well as b y stu::ients -- ::'s ctir'Jctl relat ed to linquency •• • • 

T]'nless bas1 c J radical, am irrr-edia t e edllca tional hanges arf' na e , delinquenc - will 

continue t increase - - and will be acco1Tl"1anied by the spread of oth~r S JCial 

i l ls that stem f rom t he same r ota ,II 

o emU' e , they l~re ta l h--ine about tho n 1 lie schools , am to c ange anything 

j n t P. Ylu ic s ~ ools you pract ·call need a constitutional amendment becau.,e the 

prof ess rs 0 ed\lcat.ion refus to admit that they can make a Jl')istake . I have yet 

to hear any of the auth r s of D ck and Jane apolor,ize for the rress the I Ve ~dc 

of a co pI e f mil l i on yot:.ng mims . Of cOU!'3e , prbrat.e schools m"'ke mstakes a l so . 
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t V'J'\: dem It need a constitutional orreoo1"1"nt or a nationw de Jltoverront to get 

yo' to change . Al YOt:. need i s a srrall l11.eetinp, of the pc rile in cha rge \'Tho 

discuss the u!'obl em and th~n rrake the necessary chanf;es ove ni ht . \. at a 

rnarvelo s i nvent on is the nriva te school ~ Jha t a bette;r and more efficient 

way it uses hUlTI2n ener' g 1 

dear fr1e you re - no, knm., it , but you are the .3alva tion of .merica . 

Or l et me put :. t this way: au can be the salvation of America for y u ha7e the 

power 200 thp. means 0 creat..! h~ nation ' s best instrunent 0 self-education . 

I stress sel -education because Irion ' t want :'ou to evelo:)e an la e sense 

o 5e f-i"1p rtance as ed catlJl's . You are ;lllY valU2 .... l~ to the degr'38 that you 

can hC'lp B. ch ' d in his continuing i) 0...;"'",1:; of "e 1 -education. ' The it comes to 

the leaL~n-:'''lg nrocess, you are his assistant. T at ocs not rrean that you can ' t, 

insbt on iisC" rline f)!' l..ests to see i he is learning what' ou ' vp b~en teaching. 

But te-st.ing is not ",.,' a T!"€otnS ·:Jf eV.3.luatinL a c 1ri.l ' 5 learning par 0r'"i3.nCe , it 

i.3 al .3o a mans 0 measurIng y our teaching per ormance . Your s ill as 3. tea C .r 

is Leing a;:; much te;:,ted as the child ' s skill as a learner . 

Y JU nllst als a have - iscipline . But 1 i sc-i..pline is inhprent in p'ooo , 10,ieal 

ins ruction . I t 1s part and parcel of goed instruction . ,Jhen a c 11::1. is "eing 

t';llc:h t to s ~· ri , he doesn ' t. l'1isbehav i he is being ta'lght corr ctl . Ie i:J t.o~ 

int~n' es te in l earning to bec0m~ a goed swimmerl..o misbe .avP.' . The .'5ame ps hol o 

a p ie to e nin an int2l' ec ual skill such as reading, or writing, 0 <1.ci thrnct c 

And don ' t make the mistake of bel -eving hat ohl intellectuals have to devel op 

int ellec+ual skills . ~ver one has ::t rni 00 , and everyo. e has to use his rrl in 

order to survive . al'bagc col ector am truck drivers ha\Te to '18e t.heir :moos . 
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Ye , va nrofess ors 0 education h~ve to U3~ their Minds once in a while , 

alt :Jugh begru:lgingl • ~ver one can €!1e it f!''Jm b e Ong tr inee! to use his mind 

better. The mind i s rrnn ' s rrirory n~truflant 0 _ survival) tlnd in t is a~ when 

man ' s survival i s being uestioned , he has to learn t o use h "s J1lird be t ter tha n 

ever . 

I have di cussed orrlO3.1 eriucation in t.he pri ma.ry grades as a Tr(ans of 

enabl ing a child to master s1..ch mind - tools a the alp abf'tic system, or cursive 

writing, or arithmetic . he purpose of all of this Os to help im develop his 

O"wn ersl")na instr ument of survival: his mim. I you can do that much, you 

can cer t a i nly jus tL "our exi s t e nce , y.ur val ue , a m you 'viII e rewar" ad well 

for i t . . ut ha t can you 0 be~rond that? Y,u are as i cally in c ,1mppt.; ~on wi thT 

television, the media , and a couple of thousarrl fi'ee-l:mce nhilosop ers . So 

Fw at can you o: fer the youngster t o justify your existonce beyond eI'1ent:'lry 

ed~cation? I suopose you must nrepare hiw _or thp collep,e and un v~rsit , 

provi in t :)se courses 0_ stu:ly Hhich ..Til gain him admission. ut if ~rou 1mit 

yOllrsel f to that ou fall into th ianger o!: l'J':rely eing a \[a s~ tion to the 

university . You must do bp.tter t an that . Your cducat on must be an eni in 

itsel f; thorefore it mus t b~ 0 value to the stu p.nt \-het r h"? ~oed on to more 

for tta education or not. It should certainl be a stimulus to urther s elf-T 

ed uca ti.on . 

riha t courses shoul yo': offer? First, s i nee co 8i er langua e the cen t a 

t ool of lea n Ong, I would 0 fer a oreign lanp'uage e cause it teaches so much 

arout the i nstrument a language . Ar-i it opens to t e st11dent the li.terature of 

an entirel d ifferent c ulture . 
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Then I would teach econnmcs and the hist of capi alis , e aus e a child 

starts usi ng money earl y in life and most of his li e will be taken up working 

f or a living and satis y-Lng the econorrtic needs 0 ' his life in a capitalis t societ • 

You will f im excellent materials ava "l able fr om such orga "za t ions as the 

Fourrlation for EconfJlTlic :Education. You have evel""J ig t to give our cour e a 

pr o- aoi talis t b i as because you know t at once the S 1:. ent gets to college he is 

~o ng to learn a l ot about t he Magical , tical benefi t s 0 social ism. 

I wo 'ld teach h Om about the political systeJ'll we live n and how it can be 

made better in t he interest of i nd i 'ri.dual frRedon. I would teac 1.1'1 that t e 

i ncome tax, forced busi ng, and nu lie e ucati on diminish i nd "v:iJ ual reed om. I 

would tell im why he goe to a rr ' va te sch ool instead 0 a puhlic one , am why 

ut lic education is ':'n c on ict wit h irrlivi. U.3l fr eed om am narental resnonsibilit • 

I would teach m ge ography, s t hat he c n get an idea 0 the nhysical worl d 

we live in am the rra.ny di ferent kirrls of people who inha i t it rrl why e has 

as much r i gh t as anyone els e to cherish is own et nie a nd cult ural values. I 

would tea c hi m his ory s o that he olld urrlerstdnd the origins 0 some of our 

political and social pro l eros e Above all , I would teach lim political philosophy 

so that he could urxlerst;lrd why our fourrling fathers reated this nati on am w 

,,,e are now ' n such anger of losing our" freedoms . 

The n t here are the sc iences: chemistry, p ysics , ge ology, i logy, etc. 

E3c oryens a oor to 3 w rId in i ts own r i ght and can lead t o a life- long interest 

anI career . And then t her are our cont emporary soc i al ~robl ms . What do we 

ell our hi gh c. 001 st~.rl ents ab out such ssues as Women ' s Liberation or abortion? 

Should we _"scuss t h m a all in our sch 01 , or should we l Aave them to television 

nd newspapers and T'l8.gaz i nes? It d perns on the mandatf! >; ven you by th pare nts . 
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nd i t d epends also on your capabilities . One should not xpect 0_ a school 

more than it is capab l e of doing. Yet, y ur i gh school s tudents a r e at the age 

when t hey have to knm., how t heir repro::l i ve s ys tems work . ~ome 0_ th - m are 

goin~ to be mo thers i.n a few year~ . Shall we leave all 0 t hese ss a u;1 to 

Seventeen magazine , or }1atierrJ.oisel l e , or PIa gir l ? 

You h ve a limited number 0 our s i n which to t eac_ a li i ted number of 

sub j ects . You Must ec' de how tha t t i me can b e mos t pr al uct- vel y s pent . But I 

thi k t at if you ha re taught our stu-tents how·t l1S t he i. r mirrls , I'OU will 

have a ceD l i s ed the ost imno tan t t ask that or rral edl1cation can nerform• 

You will have made • nl self-educators for li e , youngster s capabl e of thinking 

or t he Il'B e1ves , arrl capa I e 0 _ dealing with the C omnlex problems t ei.r genera t ions 

g , all have to f ace . T chnol ogy and mt:· al uncerta i nty have TTlRde their nroblems 

fa more ctif fic t t han the ones we were c onfr ont ed w' t h t hir t y year s ago . There 

i s much more to learn of a t echnical nature , a nd much mare t o learn of a Moral 

nature . Our soc i e t ' as d cided t o quest ' on all mor al va l ues , to take nothing 

for granted , t o take nothing on a uthor i t y. Shaul a s chool take par t i n this 

moral re- eval ua tion or c oncern i t s elf wit h t eClnical skills only? Only you 

oeop1l:: , who hav cr ea t ed your s choo s , can answer tha t que8tion . Onl you know 

your own c ompe t ence, . Qur mm abi l ity, y our oym li ' ts . N amomt of pur- l ie 

s chool ' ng saved .rner i ca f rcxn ge t ting i nvolved " n triO warl wars , the Korean War , 

or the Vie t nam war . or has it reducP-d crime , or poverty, or disease. 

So we ought !1 ~t t o over es t .' rra te t h enefi ts forma l e uca t on, pu lie or 

rivate . No a ount 0 educa t inn ca nrevpnt p~ or")le "rOM lllClkin~ istak 8 , rrang 

j trlgments , a ni l-Tr on choices . But a goal educati on n1ly le l p a r,erson rec . niz,e 
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his mistakes , minim ° zc t heir nwnb r, and preven othe rs rom being J1\9.de . L ° e 

f or all of us involves risk ta ing. But a well t ain d mind can b a grea t a set 

when w ave to decide w ° ch risk:; to t a ke . 

I f I ave t errled to stres the limits of ormal education, its because 

T)ubl i c ed ucati on ha s mde of educat O on SOlllething a ll- embr aci.ng, al - p owerf \1, and 

of i nfl a ed °mnortanc • our school , a t est, should be a civilizing instit ution 

i n which the bes t v21ues of learning a.re :8 ssed f r oM t e older genera t i on to the 

youni7er . I t should also b e a Means of i nculca t ing those c mmun Oty va l ues vihi ch 

t h narents II'Ti sh to ° nmart to their ch: ld r en . Your s chools , howeyer, have an 

addi tional value asid e f rom thC'Se i mparted i n the clas ::l r om . The fact of your 

indenendence alone i n an area of meri can life which as become so totali t<lrian , 

is perhans the grea t e s t val ue ou can represent t o the ~~r nts nd c tldren y ou 

ser ve . While your success i s still the be t k~pt s~cre t i n mer i ca , I ~hall do 

wha t I can to see tha t the word gets out . My hope and prayer is that you Hill 

stri ve to make your s chools the ver best t hat au can . fuanwhile, neep 

ap p.rec ation and g a t i ud go to a l l 0 u or pi oneering in i nde endent ed ca -!;.ion, 

or standing up for what you believe , for set ting an example that others :in 

Am~rica can f oll ow . 

http:all-embraci.ng

